Spiritual Alchemy

which found its joy in receiving from the beloved,
will find its delight in pouring forth to all that which
it has found. And this love which once was selfish,
which once perhaps was the love between one man
and one woman, and then widened out into the
circle of the home, and then widened out still fur-
ther into the life of the community, and then
widened out into the life of the nation, and then
into the life of the race, shall finally widen out to
include everything that lives in a universe where
there is naught that lives not; and it shall have lost
nothing in its depth, nothing in its warmth, nothing
in its intensity, nothing in its fervour, but it shall
have spread over the Universe instead of being
concentrated on a single heart, and shall have
become that ocean of compassion which includes
everything which feels and lives. Such would be,
with regard to love, this alchemy of the Soul.

And thus you might take equality after quality of
the lower nature, and trace it out as I have traced
these two, and you will see that the whole of the
process is essentially a getting rid of the separate-
ness, a burning up of that by deliberate will and delib-
erate knowledge and understanding, and that the
whole of the process is a joy to the true, the real
man, however much the lower man may sometimes
in his blindness fail to understand. And when once
that is known, then that which was pain loses its
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